
 

 

 

 

 

 

30 August 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
The Hon James Merlino MP, Deputy Premier, Minister for Education and Minister for Mental Health has 
made contact with all Schools to advise that as part of the COVID-19 vaccination roll out, Victorian 
students aged 16 and over are now eligible to receive the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.  
 
All students aged 16 and over can now book a Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine at state vaccination centres.  
The Victorian Government aims to vaccinate all final year students by the time they sit their end-of-year 
exams.  Final year students are therefore urged to immediately make an appointment to receive a 
vaccine. 
 
Students will be supported in every way possible to be vaccinated before the examinations begin.  Year 
12 students are particularly urged to book an appointment as soon as possible to support the safe 
conduct of examinations.  As their parent or guardian, you are encouraged to help them to book and if 
needed, support them to attend their appointment.  Year 12 students are asked to consider getting their 
first vaccine before the GAT on 9 September.  It is not recommended to get the vaccine on the day of 
an exam, or the day before an exam - to avoid feeling common but mild side effects such as tiredness, 
headache, muscle pain, fever and chills and / or joint pain during their exams.  The Department of 
Education and Training has advised that students can book their own appointment and consent to 
vaccination themselves if the health professional assesses them to be a mature minor. 
 
The State Government have emphasised that the vaccines approved for use in Australia are free and 
very effective at preventing serious illness and loss of life from COVID-19.  If you have any questions or 
concerns they encourage you to talk to a GP, pharmacist or one of the senior and experienced 
immunisers at Victorian state-run sites.  State vaccination centres have recently had their capacity 
increased to support Victoria’s drive to administer 1 million doses of the vaccine by 19 September. 
 
Vaccination appointments can be booked at a vaccination centre through the Victorian Government’s 
COVID-19 vaccine online booking system.  Visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au (where translated advice is 
available if need be) or contact the Coronavirus hotline by phoning 1800 675 398.  From today, people 
aged 16-39 can get their COVID-19 vaccine at a doctor’s clinic, pharmacy or community health service 
through the Australian Government Eligibility Checker. 
 
Senior School students are encouraged to get their vaccination, which will give them greater protection 
as we navigate our way out of lockdowns and enjoy the freedoms we had just a couple of years ago.  It 
is important for us all to keep ourselves, our families, our students and our community safe.  I CAN.  WE 
WILL.  I urge you to help us all to Stay Safe and Stay Well. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mark Robertson 
Principal 
B Ed, M Ed St, AMACEL, MACE, AFAIM, GAICD 

 


